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objects. The natives of India, living far distant from
England, and many of them, also, far distant from
Englishmen, believe only when they have the bodily
presence of the English that this reputation is a true
one. This proof is to-day before their eyes ; this
brotherly interest in that which is intended to do good
is, through your presence here this day, English
gentlemen of Ghazipore, patent to all those now assem-
bled. If meetings such as this is were more frequent
throughout India, the feeling of trust or attachment
on the part of the governed towards the governors
would be strengthened and enhanced, and be of the
greatest benefit to both. Your resolution of founding
a college in this district is a noble and praiseworthy
one, and will serve to incite the people of other
districts to imitate your example. Bear in mind,
gentlemen, that her most gracious Majesty Queen
Victoria has had proclaimed in this country that her
servants and subjects, European and native, are to be
considered as being on an equal footing ; and this
assurance is not a mere matter of form, but a reality.
Those amongst you here present who have visited
Calcutta within the last few years, will have noticed
that there is a countryman of your own judge of the
High Court, possessing the same powers, enjoying
the same dignities, and receiving the same pay as his
brethren, the English judges of that Court. You are
also aware that several of your fellow-countrymen are
members of the Legislative Council of India, asso-
ciated with the Viceroy and other high dignitaries in
the formation of laws for your wcllbeing, and that
they give their opinions on the same without fear or
partiality.

Gentlemen, the decision of tfie British Government
that natives of India should be eligible for a seat in
the Viceroy's Council both rejoiced and grieved me.
It grieved me because I was afraid that the education
of the natives was not sufficiently advanced to enable
them to discharge the duties of their important office
with credit to themselves and benefit to their country.
Thanks be to the Almighty, this fear has proved
groundless, and those of our fellow-countrymen who
have been honoured with a seat in the highest council
in India have discharged their duties manfully and